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TO OUR CR SOUTH JUNIORS AND PARENTS 

We hope this newsletter finds you healthy and doing your best in adjust-

ing to this “new normal”. In the midst of this unique circumstance, the 

Council Rock South High School Counseling Department is hoping to 

reach back out to our junior students and families. We understand this 

time is filled with a great deal of uncertainties, and we would like to share 

some information and insight about college planning and the application 

process that will be helpful to keep in mind in the coming months. Even 

though we are not physically in school, we are committed to supporting 

our students in an effort to finish this year with success and look forward 

to our eventual reunion at Council Rock South! 

 

STANDARDIZED TESTING 

We typically recommend students to take the SAT and/or ACT twice in 

the spring of their junior year. Many of the spring testing dates have     

already been cancelled, but it is our understanding that the College Board 

is looking to add additional testing dates. Please take comfort in knowing 

that all current juniors across the country are in the same situation;     

colleges recognize this as well, and many have already taken flexible    

positions on testing requirements for entrance. This flexibility will vary 

among schools, however, so students will also have the opportunity to 

take these exams in the fall of their senior year if necessary. 

 

 Please keep an eye on currently available and         

newly scheduled testing dates. 

For the SAT:  

Visit http://sat.collegeboard.com/register        CR South School Code: 391790 

For the ACT: 

Visit www.act.org to register                                  CR South School Code: 214180 

 

COUNSELING STAFF 

11th grade assignments: 

A-Ca        Beth DiGuiseppe 

Ce-El        Jennifer Howard 

Em-He      Meghan Bradley 

Ho-K         Laura Strenge 

L-M            Jennifer Nicholl 

N-P             Nicole Ventresca 

R-S             Lori Solit 

T-Z             Lauren Persson 

*Please see next page for an 
upcoming change for        

Mrs. Persson 

http://sat.collegeboard.com/register
http://www.act.org


“The earlier you start, the better off you’ll be.” 

 Fall of Senior Year 

 August through November is ideal 

 How many colleges should I apply to? 

 6 – 8 Schools, including a few in each of the following categories: 

 

Reach: A reach school is a college that is unlikely to offer you admis-

sion. A particular college qualifies as a reach school for you if your high 

school GPA and standardized test scores are significantly  below those 

of the college's average student. 

 

Safety: Sometimes called a "back-up school," a safety school is a col-

lege that you will almost certainly get into because your standardized 

test scores and high school grades are well above the average for       

admitted students. 

 

Comfort: Somewhere in between; your standardized test 

scores and GPA are in the average range of their accepted ap-

plicants. 

INSIGHT INTO THE COLLEGE PROCESS 

WHEN SHOULD I APPLY? 

Getting started with the college search process can feel like a daunting 

task! Here are some things that can be done to begin your exploration of 

colleges: 

 Begin your college search: Log on to Naviance Family Connection 

and research different colleges 

 Try utilizing the “Advanced College Search” and “SuperMatch” fea-

tures, and look at “Scattergrams” and the admissions criterion for 

your favorite colleges 

 Consider utilizing the virtual campus tours available on individual 

college websites and registering for in-person campus tours (when 

they are available!) to see what fit is right for you 
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UPCOMING CHANGE 
FOR MRS. PERSSON 

 

As Mrs. Persson will be  
going on extended leave at 
the end of April, her current 
caseload will be reassigned 
for the  remainder of this 
school year. 
 

For students in Grade 11:  

-Last names T-We will be 

assigned to Mrs. Strenge. 

-Last names Wh-Z will be 

assigned to Mrs. Nicholl. 

 

There will be a permanent 
substitute counselor         
assigned to Mrs. 
Persson’s caseload for the 
fall semester. 

 

Unofficial     

transcripts are 

now available to 

students and       

parents through  

HAC. Once logged 

in, click on the 

“Transcripts” tab at 

the top left corner. 
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NOT SURE WHAT 
TO MAJOR IN? 

 

Be sure to visit your 

Naviance account. Go to 

the “About Me” tab and 

click on “My Assess-

ments.” There are four 

career assessments to 

choose from! Take one or 

take them all. 

  COLLEGE DEADLINES EXPLAINED: 

 Early Decision—(Legally Binding) Early decision plans are binding — a 

student who is accepted as an ED applicant must attend that college.  

 Early Action—(Non-Binding) Early action plans are nonbinding — students 

receive an early response to their application but do not have to commit to the 

college until the normal reply date of May 1. 

 Rolling—(Apply Early) Applications are evaluated as they are received 

(versus waiting to evaluate all applications after a hard deadline). Schools will 

continue to evaluate applications until they’ve filled all the slots for their incom-

ing class. 

 Regular Admissions—(Watch Dates) The vast majority of students who 

apply to a given institution will do so through Regular Decision, and they can 

apply Regular Decision to as many schools as they would like.  The application 

FINANCIAL AID 

 Talk as a family about total cost of College (tuition, room and board, 
books, travel) 

 All students need to fill out the FAFSA form (Federal Financial Aid Form)
--available October 1st  

 Contact Colleges regarding financial concerns (Financial Aid Depts.) 

 Search for Scholarships 
 —Nationally (online—counseling website or Naviance) 
 —Locally (local scholarships for CRSD will be available the beginning 
     of March of their senior year) 
 

 Keep an eye out for our Financial Aid night held every Fall 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS DO’S AND DON’TS 

 DON’T wait until the last minute to begin the application process  

 *The earlier you start, the better off you’ll be.  
 

 DO continue to take challenging courses during senior year. And DO continue 

to earn good grades in those courses.  

 DO visit colleges of all different campus types to get a feel of the type of cam-

pus you would like and visit the colleges you are applying to (if possible). 

 DO research each college to determine: (entrance requirements, location, 

costs, reputation/ranking, majors, etc.) for developing your list of colleges and 

utilize the online search tools. 

NCAA ELIGIBILITY: 

Any student who plans to 

pursue Division I or Division 

II sports at the college level 

should refer to the NCAA 

website for information 

about required high school 

course work. 

 

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


GET TO KNOW OUR WEBSITE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUCCESS FOR EVERY STUDENT  

LOOKING AHEAD TO 

THE START OF            

SENIOR YEAR 

OVERALL APPLICTION     

PROCESS: 

 Student completes application 

online 

 Submit the application with any 

fees and essays 

 Add colleges to Naviance 

 

 

 Meet with counselor to do the 

following: 

 Transcript request form 

 Counselor recommendation letter 

(if needed) 

 

 

 Student sends SAT or ACT scores 

from official testing  website 

 

 Teacher recommendations—sent 

electronically or mailed 

Keep an eye out for college 

admissions reps visiting in 

the fall to gain additional    

insight and to ask specific 

questions to schools of         

interest to you! 


